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Overview

A hawkish new president and the “Washington Consensus”
Exploiting a razor-thin victory as a mandate for brinkmanship
More votes for liberal and progressive parties

The North Korean “threat” and the US anti-China machine
Obstacles to implementing hardline policies

Contesting the new hawkishness
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0.7% Conservative Victory Margin
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More votes for liberal and progressive parties
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Election Results

Yoon Suk-yeol (People Power Party) 48.56%
Lee Jae-myung (Democratic Party) 47.83%
Sim Sang-jung (Justice Party) 2.37%

Huh Kyung-young (National

Revolutionary Party) 0.83%

Kim Jae-yeon (Progressive Party) | 0.11%

Cho Won-jin (Our Republican Party) | 0.07%

Oh Jun-ho (Basic Income Party) | 0.05%

Kim Min-chan (Korean Wave Alliance

Party) 0.05%

Lee Kyung-hee (United Korean Party) | 0.03%

Lee Baek-yoon (Labor Party) | 0.02%

Kim Kyung-jae (New Liberal Democratic

Union) 0.02%

Ok Eun-ho (Saenuri Party) |0.01%

© Statista
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@ Lee Jae-myung (Democratic Party) @ Yoon Suk-yeol (People Power Party)
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Yoon’s Low Approval Ratings

& Sl 2 iSE xIx|2
52.7




Record-Low Confidence in Yoon’s Ability to Perform Presidential Duties
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| Column] A month of Yoon shows he’s following footsteps of
failed former presidents
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Opinion: South Korea’s hawkish new president
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Time to reconstitute
pressure on Pyongyang

BY ANTHONY RUGGIERO AND BEHNAM BEN TALEBLU, OPINION CONTRIBUTORS - 03/19/22 5:00 PMET
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY CONTRIBUTORS ARE THEIR OWN AND NOT OF THE HILL
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HOW WASHINGTON AND SEQUL CAN GET ON THE SAME PAGE
TO DETER NORTH KOREA

TOBY DALTON APRIL 4, 2022
MMMMMMMMMM u




Newsweek

OPINION

South Korea's New Conservative President Will
Likely Sethack Peace and Gender Equality | Opinion

CHRISTINE AHN, FounDER AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, WOMEN CROSS DMZ
ON 3/11/22 AT 7:30 AM EST
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Asia Pacific

South Korea's president-elect wants
U.S. nuclear bombers, submarines to
return

By Hyonhee Shin
April 6, 2022
1:43 AM PDT



0.7% Victory Margin # Mandate for a Hawkish Pivot

e \oters’ anger at the failed progressive reforms

e More votes for liberals, progressives than conservatives:
o 50.3 percent votes for liberal and progressive parties
o 48 percent votes for the conservative party

e Yoon’s hardline policies unpopular among Korean voters
e Consistently strong public support for inter-Korean engagement



Global Share of Major Arms Exports by the 10 Largest Exporters: 2016-20
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Projected Increase in S. Korean National Defence Budget

Annual rate of increase
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Public Perception of Moon’s North Korea Policy
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North Korean “Threat” & US Anti-China Policy

US-China tensions feed into tensions in the Korean Peninsula
The North Korean threat sells well to the American public

As well as to conservatives in Korea:

The North Korean threat provides justification for the right-wing
regime in the South. Relaxation with North Korea would mean
conservatives losing power. (Noam Chomsky)
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N. Korea won’t fire “even a single bullet” toward S. Korea, says

Kim Yo-jong

Posted on : Apr.6,2022 17:40 KST Modified on : Apr.6,2022 17:40 KST
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The Telegraph

UK news v Politics World v Coronavirus v Royals v Health Defence Science Education

Kim Jong Un's sister warns North Rorea could
'eliminate' the South with nuclear weapons

Kim Yo-jong said it was a ‘very big mistake’ to threaten Pyongyang and declared the
North's nuclear forces were ready to respond

By Nicola Smith, ASIA CORRESPONDENT
5 April 2022 - 3:51pm




Obstacles to the Hawkish Pivot

Difficulty of Yoon’s “No to NK and China, yes to US” position
South Korean support for a balanced stance on US-China rivalry
Failure of hardline CVID strategy toward the North

China and Russia unlikely to cooperate with the US



S. Koreans Prefer Balanced Diplomacy

Direction of Diplomatic Policy toward US and China
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Key S. Korean Export Destinations
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S. Korean Perception of China: Economic Interest
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50% of South Koreans believe S. Korea and China can benefit each other economically



S. Korean Perception of US Global Leadership

2020 Now 2021 Oct.
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50% of South Koreans believe that the US is diminishing as a global leader



S. Korean Sentiment Toward Participation in US-led world order
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Younger South Koreans increasingly disagree with participating in the US-led world order



Majority of S. Koreans optimistic about inter-Korean relationship
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Majority of S. Koreans do not Regard the North as an Enemy
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Majority of S. Koreans Approve of Inter-Korean Engagement
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Majority of S. Koreans Approve of Inter-Korean Engagement
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Majority of S. Koreans Want Peace with the North

Total Respondents: 501 Unit: %
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South Korean public opinion regarding a peace agreement to end the Korean War
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KNOW THE ASIA-PACIFIC

SECURITY POLITICS DIPLOMACY ECONOMY ENVIRONMENT
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THE KOREAS | DIPLOMACY | EAST ASIA

Do South Koreans Support a Peace Treaty With
the North?

A recent survey finds a majority of Koreans approve of the idea — even
among supporters of President-elect Yoon Suk-yeol.



South Koreans Support a Peace Treaty

“Despite recent missile tests by North Korea and the lack of meaningful
inter-Korean dialogue, a clear majority of South Koreans approve of the
idea. Even among those who had planned to vote for Yoon Suk-yeol, the
conservative presidential candidate (now president-elect) a thin majority
support a peace treaty, in contrast to Yoon'’s rhetoric about a tougher
stance toward North Korea and the expectation that his administration will
not continue President Moon Jae-in’s call for a peace treaty without first
denuclearization efforts by Pyongyang.”

Timothy S. Rich, April 6, 2022



Majority of S. Koreans Want a Peace Treaty with the North

Do you support a peace treaty between South Korea and North
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Majority of S. Koreans Want a Peace Treaty with the North

Do you support a peace treaty between South Korea and North
Korea? (in %)
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Resisting the US Anti-China Machine

“Progressives in South Korea face a twofold struggle in the months ahead:
pressing their government to improve inter-Korean relations and blocking
being dragooned into the U.S. anti-China military machine. At the heart of
both issues is resistance to U.S. encroachment upon South Korean
sovereignty. It will not be an easy struggle, but it is a necessary one.”

Gregory Elich, February 8, 2022



Resisting a Hawkish Pivot

Pragmatic and result-oriented approach toward detente
De-escalation with the North and China

A united liberal-progressive front

Expansion of solidarity with other peace groups
Prevailing in the information war



US.ROK-International 356 Civil Society Groups

Call for Suspending
US-ROK Military Exercises &
Decreasing Military Tensions

on the Korean Peninsula
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Resisting a Hawkish Pivot

Pragmatic and result-oriented approach toward detente
De-escalation with the North and China

A united liberal-progressive front

Expansion of solidarity with other peace groups
Prevailing in the information war
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Thank youl!

simonechun@amail.com
twitter@SimoneChun
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